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The tracks of the two men could not be followed till May i2th,
when they were found to end in open water. The other men
remained at Hut Point till July i5th, when the ice was safe and the
crossing made to Cape Evans without special hazard. They asked
at once if Mackintosh and Hayward had arrived and found they
had not. Diligent searches were afterwards made for the lost men
but no trace of them was ever discovered. Mackintosh and Hay-
ward had no equipment and probably perished in the blizzard they
defied as they drifted out to sea on an ice floe.
There were then seven men at the station, with sufficient means
of subsistence to last them until relieved.    Most of their provisions
were at Cape Royds and three of them made the Nmrod hut their
home during October and November, 1916.    Joyce, as taxiderm-
ist, made the following biological collection there :   50 Emperor
penguins, 70 Adelies, 15 seals, 3 sea leopards, 10 skuas, 4 Snow
and 2 Giant petrels, with a number of young birds.   A final
journey was afterwards made on the Barrier for the double purpose
of erecting a cross over Spencer-Smith's grave and of bringing in
some geological specimens that had been left 48 miles beyond Hut
Point.   Cape Evans was regained for the last time on January 3rd,
1917, and a week later, on the loth, when the party was beginning
to prepare for another year in McMurdo Sound, Shackleton arrived
in the Aurora.
"We now turn back to the night of May 6th to 7th, when the
ship and her company of eighteen men drifted oflf without having
discharged her cargo. Lieutenant Stenhouse, who was in command
during Mackintosh's absence, at once ordered steam and had the
wireless apparatus put in order. The engines, however, were use-
less, for the ship was embedded in the pack ice, and the wireless
never functioned. On May i4th the Aurora ,was 45 miles north
and 37 miles west of Cape Evans. She remained in the neighbour-
hood of Granite Harbour till the 22nd, when a blizzard drove ship
and pack to a point about 20 miles east of the Nordenskjold Ice
Tongue. In the early days of June she passed to the north of a
straight line drawn from die tongue to Franklin Island, and so she
drifted northward.
In the month of July the ice began to press on the ship. On
the i8th her position was 78 miles north-east by north from Frank-
lin Island and she endured some severe squeezes. The pack
became more active until the 2ist, when the ship was badly nipped